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APRIL MEETING, 1887. 

The Annual Meeting was held at noon on the 14th instant, 
Dr. George E. Ellts being in the chair. 

The Recording Secretary's report of the last meeting was 
read and accepted. 

The list of donors to the Library was presented by the 
Librarian. 

The President alluded to the Index of the first twenty 
volumes of the Proceedings which had been recentlj' pub- 
lished under the direction of Messrs. Charles Deane and Charles 
F. Adams. Prefixed to the Index is a table giving the date 
when each volume was issued, and the names of the Commit- 
tees of Publication. 

Mr. George S. Hale read some unpublished letters, — one 
of Dec. 18, 1799, from Mrs. Abigail Adams to her sister 
Mrs. Mary Cranch, announcing the death of George Wash- 
ington, which is given in full below ; also letters of 1818 
and 1825, from Salma Hale to Arthur Livermore, of New 
Hampshire ; and one of 1818 from Thomas Jefferson to Salma 
Hale on some then recent publications in regard to the Unita- 
rian controversy, indicative of the religious views of Mr. 
Jefferson, reserved for publication in a biographical sketch 
of Mr. Hale. 

Philadelphia, December 18* 1799. 

Death, thou art no respecter oP persons ; Washington is no more ! 
A great man has fallen, and his end is peace. " I shall dye," said he, 
" but Death has no terrors for me." This melancholy event was this day 
brought to this city by the mail and by private letters. The Croup was 
the rapid disease which put a period to the days of him whose memory 
will, I trust, be embalmed in the Hearts of all true Americans — every 
countenance is covered with gloom. What a fair, what a virtuous char- 
acter will survive him, I had almost said how enviable that call of his 
Master which has not permitted him to exhibit to the world a state of 
imbecility and bodily decay, which frequently effaces from the memory 
and recollection the more shining and brilliant actions of early life 
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by reducing the bodj, and weakening the faculties of the mind. In a 
better world I trust he will receive the reward of a good and faithful 
servant. The stroke is so sudden, and so unexpected, that we have 
scarcely collected our thoughts, the Heads of Departments are now 
in consultation with the president upon what measures are proper 
to be taken upon the occasion as it respects going into mourning. I 
received your letter of Dec*" 8* I thank you for the information 
contained, I am really solicitous to have Mr Whitney settled with 
us, and shall very much regret if a niggardly parsimony should 
prevent it. 

We had last evening a terrible fire, and but a very little way from 
us, it was the greatest I ever saw, or was so near, it did not do so much 
damage as many fires have, but a large circus of pine boards, canvas 
and tar are combustible sufficient to have burnt down half the city, the 
wind carried it from us, or no one can tell where or when it would 
have stoped. It was as near to us as Mr Baxter's is to you. Water 
was much wanted, every pump having been dryed and exhausted 
before the fire could be got under. Congress Hall was in great danger, 
the weather was very cold, the houses fortunately had snow upon 
them. 

I had so little rest last night, and the melancholy News of the day has 
so much exhausted me, that I must close for to Night assuring you that 

*"" Your truly affectionate Sister . a^,,,. 

Pray have my letters covered to the president, unless Mr Cranch puts 
his Name upon them, they must pay the postage, the two last cost me 
40 cents a piece. 

Mrs. Mary Cranch, Quinct. 

Dr. Gebeist presented from Mrs. Sibley, widow of. the late 
John Langdon Sibley, a large and handsomely framed portrait 
of the Rev. Dr. A. P. Peabody, recently painted by F. P. 
Vinton. 

A portrait of the Rev. Dr. Samuel Cooper ^ by Copley, 

1 Samuel Cooper, D.D., third minister of Brattle Street Church in Boston, 
succeeded his father in the pastorate, which he lield for thirty-seven years. He 
was born March 28, 1725, was ordained May 21, 1746, and died Dec. 29, 1783. 
He was active and influential as a patriot in the Revolution, and to him Dr. 
Franl<lin sent the letters of Hutchinson. In 1774 he was elected to the presidency 
of Harvard College, but declined the ofHce. He was one of the founders of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and was chosen its first Vice-President 
in 1780. He died at the age of fifty-eight. —Eds. 
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which had been bequeathed to the Society by the late Dr. 
Lothrop, was received from Mr. Thornton K. Lothrop. 

Mr. GooDELL called attention to a book which had been 
given to the Library, entitled " Memoir of Kosciusko," by the 
late A. W. W. Evans, and printed for private distribution 
only, which contains an engraved profile head of Washing- 
ton from a pastel miniature by Mrs. James Sharpless. Mr. 
Goodell stated that he had reasons for believing that this min- 
iature was the original from which Major Walter derived the 
oil portrait in profile which he recently exhibited in this city, 
and autotype copies of which appear in his " Memorials of 
Washington." 

Dr. Oliver communicated a memoir which he had written 
of the late Rev. Dr. Hoppin ; and Mr. Smith presented a 
memoir of the late Lucius Manlius Sargent, which had been 
prepared by Mr. E. J. Lowell. 

The Recording Secretaiy communicated a report from the 
committee which had been appointed to publish selections 
from the manuscripts of Timothy Pickering, which stated that 
in their opinion it was not expedient to make the publication. 
By vote of the Society, a new committee, consisting of Messrs. 
E. J. Lowell, Wolcott, and McCleary, was appointed to pre- 
pare a volume of other writings included in the Pickering 
papers. 

The Treasurer read the following letter : — 

Apbil 13, 1887. 

My deak Mr. Smith, — The reading of your very interesting re- 
port has brought to a definite result a wish floating in my mind for a 
long time past. 

The enclosed check to your official order is a gift to the Massachu- 
setts Historical Society. The conditions of the gift are these : — 

First, That until I fui-ther determine, or till my death, the fund be 
known as the or an " Anonymous Fund." 

Second, That the name of the giver be only disclosed to the President, 
Vice-Presidents, and Treasurer of the Society, and their successors. 

Third, That, as it is my purpose to add to this fund, if possible, 
during my lifetime, the fund to be used, until I further determine, 
for the general purposes of the Society. 

Fourth, That the amount of the gift and its conditions be communi- 
cated to the Society for its acceptance, or to the Council alone if their 
acceptance be sufficient. 

In conclusion, I particularly desire that my name be not entered 
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on the Treasurer's books, nor recorded in any other way than by 
the deposit of this letter in a sealed envelope among the Society's 
papers. 

I am, yours very faithfully. 

The Teeasurer then proposed the following votes, which 
were passed unanimously : — 

Voted, That the gift to the Society of the sum of fl,000 
from an anonymous source be and is hereby gratefully ac- 
cepted, and that the Treasurer be instructed to enter the 
same on his books as the " Anonymous Fund," and to hold 
the principal and any additions thereto under that designation, 
until the injunction to secrecy is removed by the permission of 
the giver or at his death. 

Voted, That, until otherwise directed, the income of said 
Fund be applied to the general purposes of the Society. 

The business of the Annual Meeting was then taken up, 
and the following reports were presented : — 

Report of the Council. 

The return of our Annual Meeting finds the Society in a 
prosperous condition. 

The most gratifying event in our affairs has been the full 
payment of the mortgage debt on this estate, which relieves it 
from all incumbrance, except so far as some of our special 
funds are invested in it. 

Our Treasurer has supplemented his usual Report with a 
brief history of our estate since it has been occupied by the 
Society, retracing the various circumstances under which it 
came into our possession, and recalling the names and the 
gifts of our early benefactors, all of whom deserve our grate- 
ful remembrance. In thus bringing to light again an almost 
forgotten page of its history the Treasurer has rendered a 
good service to the Society. 

During the year we have been called to mourn the death 
of four Resident Members, — Rev. Dr. Samuel K. Lothrop, 
Amos A. Lawrence, Esq., Charles C. Perkins, Esq., and Hon. 
Charles Francis Adams. 

Two of our Corresponding Members have died, — Hon. 
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John Russell Bartlett and Rev. Dr. William G. Eliot ; and 
from our roll of Honorary Members we have lost the veteran 
historian, Prof. Leopold von Ranke. Five Resident Mem- 
bers have been elected, — Prof. William W. Goodwin, Hon. 
George F. Hoar, Rev. A. V. G. Allen, Gen. Charles G. 
Loring, and Rev. Octavius B. Frothingham. We have added 
to our list of Corresponding Members Hon. William A. Cour- 
tenay, Alexander Johnston, and Prof. Mandell Creighton of 
Cambridge, England ; and we have chosen one Honorary 
Member of the Society, — the Very Rev. Charles Merivale, of 
England, Dean of Ely. Three vacancies exist in our list of 
Resident Member.s. 

Within the year the Society has published in the Collections 
the first volume of the Sewall Letters, and the second volume 
of the second series of Proceedings, with an admirable Index 
to the first twenty volumes. 

The historical and literary contributions of individual mem- 
bers have been numerous and valuable. They include : — 

Life of Admiral Sir Isaac Coffin. By Thomas C. Amory. 

Class Memoir of George W. Warren. By Thomas C. Amory. 

City Government of Boston. By James M. Bugbee. 

An Address at the Dedication of Wilson Hall, at Dartmouth College. 
By Mellen Chamberlain. 

A Review of McMasters' History of the United States. By Mellen 
Chamberlain. 

Landscape in Life and in Poetry. By Mellen Chamberlain. 

Remarks at Concord, New Hampshire, at the Dedication of the Statue 
of Daniel Webster. By Mellen Chamberlain. 

Address at the Dedication of the Brooks Library Building, Brattle- 
borough, Vermont. By Mellen Chamberlain. 

John and Sebastian Cabot. By Charles Deane. 

A Summary of the History of New England. By Charles Deane. 

The Connection of Massachusetts with Slavery and the Slave Trade. 
By Charles Deane. 

Address on the Services of Washington. By William Everett. 

Discourse delivered in the First Church, Plymouth. By William 
Everett. 

Discourse at the Memorial Services of Arthur Holmes Wood. By 
William Everett. 

The Sharpless Pictures: A Rejoinder. By Abner C. Goodell. 

Groton Historical Series. Nos. 11 to 20. By Samuel A. Green. 
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Ezekiel Cheever : Additional Notes. By John T. Hassam. 

Catalogue of the Boston Public Latin School, established in 1635, 
with an Historical Sketch prepared by Henry F. Jenks. 

Unrealized Ideals : A Discourse at Canton in Commemoration of 
Robert Draper. By Henry F. Jenks. 

Democracy and other Addresses. By James Russell Lowell. 

Life of Thomas H. Benton. By Theo. Roosevelt. Published in 
the American Statesmen Series. Edited by John T. Morse, Jr. 

Rambles in Old Boston, New England. By Edward G. Porter. 

Diocese of Massachusetts : Its Historical Acquisitions and Wants. 
By Edmund F. Slafter. 

History of the Second Army Corps in the Army of the Potomac. 
By Francis A. Walker. 

The Old State House Defended. By William H. Whitmore. 

Tenth, Fifteenth, and Sixteenth Reports of the Record Commission- 
ers. By William H. Whitmore and William S. Appleton. 

Fourth volume of Addresses and Speeches. By Robert C. Winthrop. 

Substitutes for Religion. By Edward J. Young. 

Cyclopaedia of Painters and Painting. Edited by Charles C. Perkins. 

Franklin in France. By Edward E. Hale. 

Moral Philosophy : A Series of Lectures. By Andrew P. Peabody. 

The Monarch of Dreams. By Thomas W. Higginson. 

The College and the Church. By Alexander McKenzie. 

An Address delivered before the New York Historical Society on its 
Eighty-second Anniversary. By George E. Ellis. 

Fifth volume of the Narrative and Critical History of America. 
Edited by Justin Winsor. 

We should not forget to mention also, with high apprecia- 
tion, Mr. Winsor's faithful labors on the College Bulletin, 
especially in the Department of Cartography. 

A peculiarly acceptable gift of one thousand dollars has re- 
cently been received from Charles Deane and George C. Lord, 
executors of the will of Robert Waterston, which sum is to 
be expended in preparing a much needed catalogue of our rare 
collection of manuscripts. 

The Executive Committee congratulate the Society on its 
continued prosperity, and upon the record of work accom- 
plished during the past year, which amply testifies to the 
industry and zeal of our members in historical pursuits, and 
promises to the Society the best results in the future. 

Abbott Lawrence, Chairman. 
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Report of the Librarian. 

During the year there have been added to the Library : — 

Books 662 

Pamphlets 2,910 

Volumes of newspapers 5 

Unbound volumes of newspapers 26 

Broadsides 54 

Maps 33 

Volumes of manuscripts 18 

Manuscripts 691 

In all 4,399 

Of the books added, 571 have been given, 85 bought, and 
6 obtained by exchange. Of the pamphlets added, 2,650 have 
been given, 162 bought, and 98 procured by exchange. 

From the income of the Savage Fund, there have been 
bought 85 volumes and 162 pamphlets ; and 31 volumes have 
been bound at the charge of the same fund. 

From the income of the William Winthrop Fund, 153 vol- 
umes have been bound. 

Until his death in August last, Mr. Amos A. Lawrence con- 
tinued his gift of works relating to the Civil War, having 
added 44 volumes and 37 pamphlets. 

Of the books added to the Rebellion department, 65 have been 
given and 42 bought ; and of the pamphlets added, 257 have 
been given, and 62 bought. There are now in this collection 
1,552 volumes, 4,011 pamphlets, 749 broadsides, and 86 maps. 

In the collection of manuscripts there are now 685 volumes, 
157 unbound volumes, 73 pamphlets with manuscript notes, 
and 5,966 manuscripts. 

The Library contains at the present time about 32,000 vol- 
umes, including the files of bound newspapers, the bound 
manuscripts, and the Dowse Collection. The number of 
pamphlets, including duplicates, is 81,600; and the number 
of broadsides, including duplicates, is 2,853. 

During the year there have been taken out 61 books and 
3 pamphlets, and all have been returned ; though with this 
statement it should be said that the Library is used much 
more for reference than for circulation. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Samuel A. Green, Librarian. 

Boston, AprU 14, 1887. 
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Report of the Cabinet-keeper. 

During the past year there have been added to the Cabinet 
one marble bust, eight paintings, seven of which are por- 
traits, and forty-five engravings, besides several photographs, 
heliotypes, and various miscellaneous articles. 

Among the paintings are a portrait of Webster by Harding, 
of Carroll by Sully, of Wellington by Salter, of Dr. Samuel 
Cooper by Copley, and a miniature of Oliver Cromwell by 
Cooper ; also a full-length portrait of our distinguished associ- 
ate. Dr. A. P. Peabody, by Vinton. The marble bust is of 
Alexander Hamilton, after the original, by Houdon. 

The following is a complete list of the donations for the year, 
with the names of the donors : — 

A marble bust of Alexander Hamilton, after the original, by Houdon. 
Given by Mrs. Nathaniel Thayer. 

A painting of Charles Carroll, by Thomas Sully. Given by George 
B. Chase. 

A miniature of Oliver Cromwell, by Samuel Cooper, which once 
belonged to Thomas JeflFerson. Given by Robert C. Winthrop. 

A painting of the Apostle Eliot with the Indians, by Whall. 

A painting of the Duke of Wellington, by Salter. 

A painting of Daniel Webster, by Chester Harding. These three 
given by bequest of the late John H. Eastburn. 

Two bills, 1806 and 1807. Given by Dr. F. E. Oliver. 

An engraving of John Langdon Sibley, by J. A. J. Wilcox, April, 
1886. Given by his widow, Mrs. Sibley. 

A photograph of the Hon. John Avery. 

A photograph of Mrs. Mary Avery. Given by Mrs. Mary Mans- 
field Patterson. 

An engraving of the " City Graded Schools." Charlotte, North 
Carolina, by Samuel Sartain. Given by Dr. Samuel A. Green. 

A heliotype of Andrew Oliver, after a painting by Copley. 

A heliotype of Peter Oliver, after a painting by Copley. Given by 
Dr. F. E. Oliver. 

A photograph of the house No. 37 Somerset Street, 1885, which 
stood on the New Court House site. Given by Solomon B. Stebbins. 

A cent of 1837. Given by Charles C. Smith. 

A photograph of Bunker Hill Monument, and views of Lawrence, 
Kansas, and Boston, Massachusetts. Given by Amos A. Lawrence. 

A view of the town of Falmouth, burnt by Captain Moet, 1775. 
Given by Charles E. Banks. 
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A lithographic view of the St. Paul Ice Palace, 1886. , Given by 
Edward J. Young. 

Photographs of the flag of the Harvard Washington Corps, Cam- 
bridge. Given by Edward Channing. 

Seal of the Atlantic Silk Company, Nantucket. Given by Mrs. 
Martha Washington Jenks. 

A lithograph of Ginery Twichell. Given by Charles C. Smith. 

A painting- of Lucius Manlius Sargent, by Henry C. Pratt, about 
1856. Given by John J. Pratt. 

An engraving of Samuel Osgood by Frederick Halpin, after a paint- 
ing by Thomas Le Clear. 

An engraving of Mrs. J. R. Vincent, by the William H. Brett En- 
graving Company. 

A photograph of the tablets erected at Concord, in 1885. Given by 
Dr. Samuel A. Green. 

An engraving of Phillis Wheatley. Given by James M. Bugbee. 

A photograph of an Indian burial-urn found on the island of Ossabaw- 
Given by William Harden. 

A photograph of Messrs. Crocker and Brewster. 

A photograph of Ebenezer Gay, H. U. 1814. 

An engraving of H. G. Cleveland, by H. B. McLellan. Given by 
Dr. Samuel A. Green. 

A photograph of the interior of the Old South Church, taken by 

B. L. Willoughby, 1886. Given by Mr. Willoughby. 

A lithographic view of Groton, Massachusetts, 1886. Given by 
Dr. Samuel A. Green. 

A lithographic view of Millbury, Massachusetts, 1880. Given by 

C. B. Tillinghast. 

A button bearing the word " Massachusetts." Given by James 
Freeman Clarke. 

An engraving of Thomas G. Stevenson, by H. B. McLellan. Given 
by Dr. Samuel A. Green. 

Six engravings. Given by Hubbard Winslow Bryant. 

Phototypes of William Lloyd Garrison. Given by Francis J. Gar- 
rison. 

An engraving of Charles Cleveland, by H. B McLellan. Given by 
Dr. Samuel A. Green. 

Photographs of Hollis Street Church, interior of King's Chapel, and 
of coins, taken by Baldwin Coolidge. 

Photograph of the Fairbanks House, Dedham, 1886, taken by 
Baldwin Coolidge. Given by Mr. Coolidge. 

Thirty-one engravings. Given by Albert O. Crane. ■ 

A painting of the Rev. Dr. A. P. Peabody, by F. P. Vinton. Given 
by Mrs. John Langdon Sibley. 
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A painting of the Rev. Dr. Samuel Cooper, by Copley, bequeathed 
by the Rev. S. K. Lothrop, D.D. 

For a full account of the above, see Record Book, pages 
80-84. 

The Cabinet is at present in good order and condition, 
only requiring additional room for its constantly increasing 
donations. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

F. E. Oliver, Cabinet-keeper. 
Boston, April 14, 1887. 

Report of the Treasurer. 

In compliance with the requirements of the By-laws, Chap- 
ter VII., Article 1, the Treasurer respectfully submits his 
Annual Report, made up to March 31, 1887. 

The special funds held by him are nine in number, and are 
as follows : — 

I. The Appleton Fund, which was created Nov. 18, 1854, 
by a gift to the Society, from Nathan Appleton, William 
Appleton, and Nathaniel I. Bowditch, trustees under the will 
of the late Samuel Appleton, of stocks of the appraised value 
of ten thousand dollars. These stocks were subsequently sold 
for $12,203, at which sum the fund now stands. The income 
is applicable to " the procuring, preserving, preparation, and 
publication of histoincal papers." 

II. The Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund, which 
now stands, with the accumulated income, at $10,000. This 
fund originated in a gift of two thousand dollars from the late 
Hon. David Sears, presented Oct. 15, 1855, and accepted by 
the Society Nov. 8, 1855. On Dec. 26, 1866, it was increased 
by a gift of five hundred dollars from Mr. Sears, and another 
of the same amount from our late associate, Mr. Nathaniel 
Thayer. The income must be appropriated in accordance 
with the directions in Mr. Sears's declaration of trust in the 
printed Proceedings for November, 1855. The cost of pub- 
lishing the first volume of the Trumbull Papers was charged 
to the income of this fund ; and some payments have also been 
made toward the cost of publishing a second volume, now 
nearly ready for publication. 
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III. The Dowse Fund, which was given to the Society by 
George Livermore and Eben. Dale, executors of the will of the 
late Thomas Dowse, April 9, 1857, for the "safe keeping" 
of the Dowse Library. It amounts to |10,000. 

IV. The Peabody Fund, which was presented by the 
late George Peabody, in a letter dated Jan. 1, 1867, and now 
amounts to 122,123. It is invested in the seven per cent 
bonds of the Boston and Albany Railroad Co., payable in 
1892, and a deposit in the Suffolk Savings Bank; and the 
income is only available for the publication and illustration of 
the Society's Proceedings and Memoirs, and for the preserva- 
tion of the Society's Historical Portraits. 

V. The Savage Fund, which was a bequest from the late 
Hon. James Savage, received in June, 1873, and now stands 
on the books at the sum of $5,295. It is invested at present 
in the six per cent bonds of the Philadelphia, Wilmington, 
and Baltimore Railroad Co., payable in April, 1887,^ and in 
the stock of the Boston Gas-Light Co. The income is to be 
used for the increase of the Society's Library. 

VI. The Erastus B. Bigelow Fund, which was given in 
February, 1881, by Mrs. Helen Bigelow Merriman, in recog- 
nition of her father's interest in the work of the Society. The 
original sum was one thousand dollars ; but the interest up to 
this date having been added to the principal, it now stands at 
$1,427.77. There is no restriction as to the use to be made 
of this fund. 

VII. The William Wintheop Fund, which amounts to 
the sum of $3,000, and was received Oct. 13, 1882, under 
the will of the late William Winthrop, for many years a Cor- 
responding Member of the Society. The income is to be ap- 
plied " to the binding for better preservation of the valuable 
manuscripts and books appertaining to the Society." 

VIII. The Richard Feothingham Fund, which repre- 
sents a gift to the Society, on the 23d of March, 1883, from 
the widow of our late Treasurer, of a certificate of twenty 

1 Since this report was put in type these bonds have been paid off ; and as 
they were purchased at ninety per cent of their par value, the amount of the 
Fund as it stands on the Treasurer's books will be raised to #5,795. The sum 
received by the payment of tlie bonds (|5,000) has been applied toward the 
purchase of the first mortgage trust bonds of the Chicago and West Michigan 
Railroad Co., and will be a charge on the real estate and on the consolidated 
investments. 
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shares in the Union Stock Yard and Transit Co., of Chicago, 
and of the stereotype plates of Mr. Frothingham's " Siege 
of Boston," " Life of Joseph Warren," and " Rise of the 
Republic." The fund stands on the Treasurer's books at 
$3,000. There are no restrictions on the uses to which the 
income may be applied. In accordance with a vote of the 
Society passed March 12, 1885, the cost of publishing a Cata- 
logue of the Society's Cabinet was charged to the income of 
this fund. 

IX. The General Fund, which now amounts to $7,350. 
It represents the following gifts and payments to the 
Society : — 

1. A gift of two thousand dollars from the residuary estate 
of the late Maey Prince Towksend, by the executors of her 
will, William Minot and William Minot, Jr., in recognition of 
which, by a vote of the Society, passed June 13, 1861, the 
Treasurer was " directed to make and keep a special entry in 
his account books of this contribution as the donation of Miss 
Mary P. Townsend." 

2. A legacy of two thousand dollars from the late Henry 
Harris, received in July, 1867. 

3. A legacy of one thousand dollars from the late George 
Bbmis, received in March, 1879. 

4. A gift of one hundred dollars from the late Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, received in April, 1881. 

6. A legacy of one thousand dollars from the late Williams 
Latham, received in May, 1884. 

6. A bequest of five shares in the Cincinnati Gas-Light and 
Coke Co. from our late Recording Secretary, George Dexter, 
received in June, 1884. 

7. Five commutation fees of one hundred and fifty dollars 
each. 

The fund is invested in an eight per cent bond of the Quincy 
and Palmyra Railroad Co., for one thousand dollars, payable 
in 1892, and five shares of stock in the Cincinnati Gas-Light 
and Coke Co., of the par value of one hundred dollars each. 
Fifty-eight hundred and fifty dollars have been paid from it 
toward the reduction of the mortgage debt. 

The following abstracts and the trial balance show the 
present condition of the several accounts : — 
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CASH ACCOUNT. 

DEBITS. 
1886. 

March 31. To balance on hand $1,845.34 

1887. 

March 31. To receipts as follows : — 

General Account 12,050.67 

Commutation Fee 150.00 

Income of Peabody Fund 1,470.00 

Income of Savage Fund 350.00 

Income of Richard Frothingham Fund 237.70 

.fl6,103.71 
March 31. To balance brought down ... 1502.28 



1887. 
March 31. By payments as follows : — 

Reduction of mortgage debt $4,000.00 

Investments 3,007.25 

Income of Peabody Fund 4,214.32 

Income of Savage Fund 301.85 

Income of William Winthrop Fund 134.30 

Income of Appleton Fund 68.80 

General Account 3,874.91 

By balance on hand 502.28 

$16,103.71 



GENERAL ACCOUNT. 

1887. ''^^"^ 

March 31. To sundry payments : — 

J. H. Tuttle, salary $1,500.00 

A. B. Page, salary 500.00 

Interest on mortgage 283.34 

Printing Sewall's Letter Book 675.08 

Printing, stationery, binding, and postage .... 292.48 

Fuel and light 135.00 

Care of fire, etc 352.59 

Miscellaneous expenses and repairs 136.42 

Income of Appleton Fund 732.18 

Income of Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund . . 600.00 

Income of Dowse Fund 600.00 

Income of E. B. Bigelow Fund 80.82 

Income of William Winthrop Fund 180.00 

Sinking Fund 2,000.00 

Building Account 10,429.48 

$18,497.39 

March 31. To balance brought down . $1,214.73 
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March 31. By balance brought forward 14,631.99 

1887. 

March 31. By sundry receipts : — 

Rent of Building 9,000.00 

Income of General Fund . 157.25 

Interest 57.70 

Income of Dowse Fund 600.00 

Admission Fees 125.00 

Assessments 870.00 

Sales of publications 840.72 

Gift from the residuary estate of Robert Waterston . 1,000.00 

By balance to new account 1,214.73 

$18,497.39 



Income of Appleton Fund. 



1887. ^™"*- 

March 31. To amount paid for printing and binding $68.80 

„ balance carried forward 2,968.94 

$3,037.74 

1886. CEEDITS. 

March 31. By balance brought forward $2,305.56 

1887. 
March 31. „ one year's interest on $12,203 principal 732.18 

$3,037.74 

March 31. By balance brought down $2,968.94 

Income of William Winthrop Fund, 

1887. ''^°"'*- 

March 31. To amount paid for binding 134.30 

„ balance carried forward 46.90 

$181.20 



1886. <""="'"• 

March 31. By balance brought forward $1.20 

1887. 
March 31. „ interest on $3,000 principal $180.00 

$181.20 
March 81. By balance brought down $46.90 
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Income of Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund. 

1886. CEEDITS. 

March 31. By amount Tirought forward $705.73 

Oct. 1. „ one year's interest on 110,000 principal 600.00 

$1,305.73 

1887 
March 31. By balance brought down $1,805.73 

Income of Richard Frothingham Fund. 

1886. CBBD1T8. 

March 31. By balance brought forward $161.70 

1887. 

March 81. „ dividends received $160.00 

» copyright received 77.70 

$389.40 

March 31. By amount brought down $389.40 



Income of Dowse Fund 

1887. '^"="*- 

March 31. To amount placed to credit of General Account .... $600.00 



1887. CREDITS. 

March 31. By one year's interest on $10,000 principal $600.00 

Income of Peabody Fund. 

1886. ''^»"*- 
March 31. To balance brought forward $301.27 

1887. 
March 31. „ amount paid for printing, binding, preservation of 

historical portraits, etc $4,214.32 

$4,515.59 
March 31. To balance brought down $3,045.59 



1887. <'''^""^- 

March 31. By one year's interest on raiboad bonds 1,470.00 

„ balance carried forward 3,045.59 

$4,515.59 

37 
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Income of Savage Fund. 

1887. DEBITS. 

March 31. To amount paid for books $301.85 

„ balance carried forward 51.63 

$853.48 



CBEDITS. 



1886. 
March 31. By balance brought forward $3.48 

1887. 

March 81. „ dividends on gas stock 50.00 

„ interest on railroad bonds 300.00 

■ $353.48 

March 31. By balance brought down $61.63 

Sinking Fund. 

1886. DEBITS. 

July 17. To amount applied to reduction of mortgage $2,000.00 

1886. CKEDITS. 

June 30. By amount transferred from the General Account .... $2,000.00 



TRIAL BALANCE. 

DEBITS. 

Cash $502.28 

Real Estate 103,280.19 

Investments 34,926.26 

Income of Peabody Fund 8,045.59 

General Account 1,214.73 

$142,968.0 4 

CBEDITS. ' ■ 

Building Account 63,806.67 

Appleton Fund 12.203.00 

Dowse Fund 10,000.00 

Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund 10,000.00 

Peabody Fund . . . ' 22,123.00 

Savage Fund 5,295.00 

Erastus B. Bigelow Fund 1,427.77 

William Winthrop Fund 8,000.00 

Richard Frothingham Fund 3,000.00 

General Fund 7,350.00 

Income of Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund 1,306.73 

Income of Appleton Fund 2,968.94 

Income of Savage Fund 51.63 

Income of William Winthrop Fund 46.90 

Income of Richard Frothingham Fund 389.40 

$142,968.04 



1887.] 



BEPOBT OF THE TEBASURER. 



291 



During the year the balance of the mortgage note given at 
the time of the reconstruction of the Society's building has 
been paid off ; and in connection with this announcement it 
may be of interest to retrace the history of the estate since 
it has been occupied by the Society. In March, 1833, the 
Society purchased for the sum of |6,500, from the Provident 
Institution for Savings, " the second story of the edifice lately 
erected by said Provident Institution in Boston, bounded 
westerly on Tremont Street, and southerly on the Chapel 
Burying-grounds, together with one half of the attic story of 
said building, with a privilege in the entries and stairways." 
The purchase was for cash, and was met in part by a special 
subscription of |5,000 from sixty-four gentlemen, of whom the 
larger number were not members, and in part by the proceeds 
of the Treasurer's notes for |1,500. The names of the sub- 
scribers and the sums contributed by them are as follows : 



Samuel Appleton |300 

James Bowdoin 300 

Peter C. Brooks 300 

Jonathan Phillips 300 

Francis C. Gray 200 

John Q. Adams 100 

Amos Binney 100 

Benjamin Bussey 100 

Joseph Coolidge 100 

Benjamin W. Crowninshield . . 100 

John Davis 100 

Samuel Dorr 100 

John C. Gray 100 

Abbott Lawrence 100 

Amos Lawrence 100 

John Lowell 100 

John Parker 100 

Josiah Quincy 100 

John Randall 100 

James Savage 100 

George 0. Sliattuck 100 

Robert G. Shaw 100 

Artemas Ward 100 

Jolm Welles 100 

Thomas L. Winthrop .... 100 

Stephen Wliite 100 

Nathan Appleton 60 

Ebenezer T. Andrews .... 50 

Samuel T. Armstrong .... 50 

James T. Austin 50 

George Bond 50 

John Borland 50 



Henry Codman IJ50 

Otis Everett 50 

George Hallett 60 

Charles Lowell 50 

Edward Miller 60 

Edmund Munroe 50 

Israel Munson 50 

Francis Parkman 60 

George Parkman 60 

Thomas H. Perkins 50 

Lucius M. Sargent 50 

Lemuel Shaw 50 

Jared Sparks 60 

Israel Thorndike 60 

George Ticknor 60 

Samuel Whitwell 60 

John D. Williams 50 

Timothy Williams 50 

Samuel Fales 30 

Joseph P. Bradlee 25 

Samuel P. Gardner 25 

Benjamin R. Nichols 25 

Samuel Swett 25 

Joshua Clapp 20 

Edward Cruft 20 

Samuel A. Dorr 20 

Nathan Hale 20 

Abiel Holmes 20 

Elijah Loring 20 

Daniel P. Parker 20 

Benjamin T. Pickman .... 20 

Thomas Bartlett 10 

$5,000 
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The Treasurer's notes were paid in 1835 out of the net 
proceeds (11,816.66) of a legacy of $2,000 left to the Society 
by Christopher Gore, its second President, who died in 
March, 1827. 

In March, 1856, about the time when the Provident Insti- 
tution removed to Temple Place, the Society purchased of that 
institution " their entire right and title to the land and the 
building thereon, occupied by them and this Society, for 
tlie sum of thirty-five thousand dollars," and leased the lower 
story of the building to the Suffolk Savings Bank, for the term 
of fifteen yeai-s, at an annual rent of f 2,200. By this purchase 
the Society became the sole owner of the estate. The money 
to complete the transaction was obtained by mortgaging the 
entire property for $27,600, and by using " a part of the sub- 
scriptions of sundry individuals for the benefit of the Society." 
From the Treasui-er's books it appears that the following 
gentlemen gave for this specific object the sums set against 
their names: — 

Nathan Appleton $2,000 Peter C. Brooks 82 "0 

Jonathan PhilHps 2,000 John E. Thayer 2.0 

Josiah Quincy 1,000 Edward Everett 250 

John C. Gray 500 Charles F. Adams 100 

William Appleton 500 Robert C. Wlnthrop 100 

Francis C.Gray. ..... 250 ^^ 

The remaining sum ($300) was apparently taken from sub- 
scriptions not restricted to any special use ; but it is not 
possible to identify the donors. 

The mortgage was paid off in April, 1863, by applying to it 
the proceeds of the Appleton Fund ($12,203) ; the amount of 
the Dowse Fund ($10,000) ; a part of the accumulated in- 
come of the Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund ($500) ; the 
sum received from the executors of the will of the late Miss 
Mary P. Townsend, to which reference is made in another 
place in this report ($2,000) ; a part of the proceeds and 
dividends received from a bequest of $1,000 to the Society by 
an honored associate, the late Nathaniel Ingersoll Bowditch, 
who died in April, 1861 ($1,600) ; and a further sum of 
$1,197, which was given to extinguish the debt by another 
member, the late William Sturgis, at that time one of the 
committee to examine the Treasurer's accounts. 



1887.] EEPOET OP THE TEEASX7EER. 293 

On the expiration of the lease to the Savings Bank it 
became evident to every member that it was of the utmost 
importance to the Society to obtain an increased income, and 
that for this purpose it would be necessary to erect a new and 
larger building. This was accordingly done in 1872, at a cost 
of 161,780.19, and a lease was made to the City of Boston of 
the portions of the building now occupied by the Probate 
Court and the Registry of Deeds, for a term of fifteen years 
from January 1, 1873, at the rate of 19,000 per annum. To 
meet this large expenditure the estate was mortgaged for five 
years from April, 1872, for i60,000, with interest at the rate 
of seven per cent per annum, and the sum of $1,780.19 
became a charge on the current income of the Society. In 
1877 the mortgage was renewed at the rate of five per cent 
per annum for the first year, and six per cent for the next four 
years, and in 1882 it was again renewed at the rate of five 
per cent per annum. The principal has been paid by instal- 
ments within the last ten years, — $44,953.05 having been 
charged in part to the Sinking Fund and in part reserved 
from the annual income, and $15,046.95 having been treated 
as an incumbrance on the property for permanent funds to 
that amount. The real estate is now subject to the following 
incumbrances : the principal of the Appleton Fund ($12,203), 
of the Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund ($10,000), of the 
Dowse Fund ($10,000), of the Erastus B. Bigelow Fund 
($1,427.77), and of the William Winthrop Fund ($3,000), 
and a pai-t of the principal of the General Fund ($5,850), 
making in the aggregate $42,480.77, from which sum is to 
be deducted the amount ($3,007.25) reinvested since the 
extinction of the mortgage debt. 

Besides the various gifts represented by the permanent 
funds or applied to the purchase of the real estate and the 
extinction of the first mortgage, the Society has been indebted 
to numerous benefactors whose gifts or subscriptions have 
been applicable to special objects or to the current needs of 
the Society. From the loss of the early books of the Treas- 
urer, which were burned in the fire in Court Street in Novem- 
ber, 1825, and from the fact that some contributions did not 
pass through the hands of the Treasurer it is not possible to 
give a complete list of these benefactions ; but the following 
statement is submitted as approximately correct. The earliest 
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gift of which any record has been found was in January, 1794, 
when Messrs. William ScoUay, Charles Bulfinch, and Charles 
Vaughan offered to the Society the upper apartment in the 
centre building of the Tontine Crescent in Franklin Place as 
a gift. This generous offer was thankfully accepted ; and for 
nearly forty years this " room over the arch " was occupied by 
the Society for its library and meetings. Finally the estate was 
sold, in June, 1839, to the proprietors of the Boston Librarj^ 
for the sum of f 1,500. Three months after this gift, at the 
annual meeting in 1794, the President of the Society, James 
Sullivan, presented to it the sum of f 200, being the proceeds 
of a sale of the copyright of his " History of the District of 
Maine." In 1796 seventeen members of the Society, whose 
names are printed in an editorial note to the Proceedings,' 
subscribed $120 " for the benefit of the Society." This was 
followed, in August, 1801, by a gift from Governor Sullivan 
of the copyright of his " History of Land Titles in the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts." But it does not appear that 
this gift proved to be of any pecuniary advantage to the 
Society. In December of the same year the Rev. Thomas Hall, 
a Corresponding Member', and six other gentlemen, who were 
then in Leghorn, subscribed $42, which was expended in the 
purchase of books for the Library .^ In August, 1806, the 
Rev. James Freeman " communicated to the Society that he 
has in his hands the sum of $200, which is a donation to the 
Society upon condition that the same should be appropriated 
exclusively to the printing of the tenth volume of the Society's 
Collections, or to the binding of any books or pamphlets be- 
longing to the Societ3%" As the Society was then indebted to 
Dr. Freeman for a somewhat larger sum, this was no doubt a 
gift from him. About the same time twenty-seven gentlemen, 
whose names are in a note to the Proceedings,-^ subscribed 
$313.40 for the purchase of two portraits of General Benjamin 
Lincoln, one of which now hangs on the stairway, and the 
other was presented to his family. In 1813 Samuel Eliot, 
founder of the Greek Professorship in Harvard College, and 
Elias Boudinot, a Corresponding Member, each gave to the 
Society the sum of $50. In April, 1832, a legacy of $800 
was received under the will of Isaiah Thomas, founder of the 

1 ProceediDgs, vol. i. p. 162. - Ibid. p. 152, note. 

» lUd. p. 192. 



1887.] EEPOET OF THE TEEASTJBBR. 295 

American Antiquarian Society, and a member of our own 
Society for twenty years. In January, 1834, the Society re- 
ceived $146.16, the net proceeds of a course of lectures 
delivered at the Athenaeum.^ In 1835-36 a course of four- 
teen lectures by ten members of the Society was given,^ and 
the sura of $556 was paid into the treasury, as a part of the 
proceeds. In 1836-37 a third course was given,^ from which 
the Society received $200. In January, 1838, the Treasurer 
received $269 as " part proceeds of lectures ; " but the records 
contain no further information respecting this course of lec- 
tures. In 1842-43 another course was delivered, the net 
proceeds of which amounted to $643.65. No part of this sum 
is entered on the Treasurer's books ; but it would appear from 
the Proceedings* that the money was used by the Committee 
for defraying the cost of printing the Collections. In Novem- 
ber, 1843, the Treasurer received $25.96, which was apparently 
the balance of the lecture-money at that time remaining in the 
hands of the Committee. In 1845 fourteen members, whose 
names are in a note to the Proceedings,^ subscribed $95 to 
purchase a portrait of Governor Gore, by Trumbull. In the 
following year a subscription amounting to $2,100 was raised, 
mainly from the members, for reprinting the Collections. In 
December, 1849, a bequest of $100 was received under the 
will of the late Professor Dean, of Vermont, who was chosen a 
Corresponding Member in 1831. Between 1855 and 1860 a 
subscription, amounting to $3,030, was raised for the purpose 
of preparing a catalogue of the Library. In January, 1859, 
the Treasurer received $700 as the net proceeds of Mr. 
Everett's eulogy on Thomas Dowse; and extending through 
several years considerable sums were received from the copy- 
right on Mr. Quincy's "Life of John Quincy Adams," which 
was presented to the Society in June, 1858. In 1863 our 
devoted associate Charles Deane gave $50 for the purchase 
of reference books to be placed in the Library. In 1868 a 
subscription of $261 from fifteen members, for a memorial of 
the late George Peabody, was received ; and as only a part of 
this sum ($101) was needed for the purpose, the remainder 
was used for the general expenses of the Society. About the 

1 Proceedings, vol. i. p. 478, note. « Ibid. toI. ii. pp. 33, 34. 

> Tbid. pp. 79, 80. * Ibid. p. 246. 

e Ibid. p. 812. 
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same time forty-five members contributed $1,150 for the pur- 
chase of the Sewall Diary and Letter Books. In 1869 twelve 
members delivered thirteen lectures in one of the courses of 
the Lowell Institute ; and the whole sum received for them 
($1,300) was paid into the treasuiy. The additional cost of 
publishing the volume in which these lectures were afterward 
printed ($703.41) was paid by our valued associate, the late 
John Amory Lowell. In 1874 twenty-nine members, whose 
names are in the Proceedings,^ agreed to pay for three years 
subscriptions instead of the annual assessments ; and from this 
source the sum of $2,880 was received over and above the 
amount of their assessments. In 1882 our associate Robert 
C. Winthrop, Jr., paid the entire cost (about $1,200) of pub- 
lishing the eighth volume of the Fifth Series of the Collections. 
At our last meeting the gift of $1,000 from Charles Deane 
and George C. Lord, executors of the will of the late Robert 
Waterston, was announced, which sum is to be used toward 
the cost of cataloguing our priceless collection of manuscripts. 

It is not now possible to say exactly how much the Society 
has received from these various sources. But it may be safely 
estimated that, excluding all sums held as permanent funds, 
and all sums invested in the real estate, there have been given 
to the Society by members or other persons interested in the 
objects of the Society, upward of eighteen thousand dollars, 
all of which has been expended in carrying on its work. In 
spite, however, of these generous gifts, the Society has always 
been crippled by the want of adequate means ; and it is certain 
that it will be still more crippled whenever a reinvestment of 
any of its permanent funds becomes necessary. The income of 
the fund for the purchase of books, and the income of the fund 
for binding, are both insufficient to keep the Library up to 
its proper standard; and the larger part of the principal of 
the first must be reinvested as soon as practicable. This 
cannot be done without a considerable reduction from the 
present income of the fund, which is nearly seven per cent 
on the amount of the fund as it now stands on the books. 

Besides the extinction of the mortgage debt, a beginning 

has been made, during the year, in the reinvestment of the 

funds which are an incumbrance on the real estate ; and for 

this purpose twenty-five shares in the State National Bank, 

1 Proceedings, vol. xv. p. 274. 
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Boston, have been bought at a cost of $3,007.25. The income 
from all stocks or bonds bought for reinvestments will be 
apportioned to the several funds according to the sum at which 
such funds stand on the Treasurer's books. The gain which 
may arise from the sale or exchange of securities now specially 
held for any fund will be added to the principal of that fund ; 
but it is not the intention of the Treasurer to assign new 
securities to any special fund. They will be held for the 
proportionate benefit of all the funds not otherwise invested. 

Chaeles C. Smith, Treasurer. 
Boston, March 31, 1887. 

Report of the Auditing Committee. 

The undersigned, a Committee appointed to examine the 
accounts of the Treasurer of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, as made up to March 31, 1887, have attended to their 
duty, and report that they find them correctly kept and 
properly vouched ; that the securities held by the Treasurer 
for the several funds correspond with the statement in his 
Annual Report ; that the balance of cash on hand is satisfac- 
torily accounted for ; and that the Trial Balance is accurately 
taken from the Ledger. 

Martin Brimmer, ) ri 

TT TT /-I i t'ommittee. 

Uriel H. Crocker, | 

Boston, April 6, 1887. 

Mr. Lawrence, from the Committee to nominate officers 
for the ensuing year, reported the following ; and they were 
duly elected : — 

President. 
REV. GEORGE E. ELLIS, D.D., LL.D Boston. 

Vice-Presidents. 

CHARLES DEANE, LL.D Cambeidgi;. 

FRANCIS PARKMAN, LL.D Boston. 

Recording Secretary. 
REV. EDWARD J. YOUNG, A.M Cambridge. 

Corresponding Secretary. 
JUSTIN WINSOR, A.B Cambridge. 
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treasurer. 
CHAELES C. SMITH, Esq Boston. 

Librarian. 
HON. SAMUEL A. GREEN, M.D Boston. 

CaHnet-ieeper. 
FITCH EDWARD OLHTER, M.D Boston. 

Executive Committee of the Council. 

HON. MELLEN CHAMBERLAIN, LL.D Boston. 

WILLIAM EVERETT, Ph.D QciscT. 

ROBERT C. WINTHROP, Jk.. A.M Boston. 

HON. JOHN LOWELL, LL.D Newton. 

HON. JOHN D. WASHBURN, LL.B Woecester. 

On motion of Dr. Paige, the thanks of the Society were 
voted to the retiring members of the Council. 

A new serial, containing the Proceedings from January to 
March inclusive, was announced by the Recording Secretary. 

The members of the Society were then invited by the Presi- 
dent to a luncheon at his house in the afternoon, where a 
pleasant social hour was spent. 
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MEMOIR 

OF THE 

EEV. NICHOLAS HOPPIN, D.D. 

BY FITCH EDWARD OLIVEB. 



Those who are familiar with the old landmarks of Cambridge 
will recall the modest and pleasing structure known as Christ 
Church, that has stood for more than a century, a monument 
of the religious zeal and taste of the later days of the Prov- 
ince. There is a chaste and simple beauty in the style and 
proportions of this quaint edifice that attracts the eye of even 
the casual observer ; nor is it without a certain dignity, im- 
parted to it perhaps by the remembrance of the years that 
have passed over it, and the scenes it witnessed during the 
first years of the Revolutionary struggle. Of those who 
have been from time to time associated with this venerable 
church, no name on the roll of its clergy, if we except its first 
two rectors, is so conspicuous as that of Nicholas Hoppin, whose 
long and devoted ministry secured for it a rank and influence 
it had not known since the troublous days of the Revolution. 
In offering the following brief and imperfect sketch of our 
late associate, the writer only regrets that his memoir had not 
been intrusted to some one more conversant with his varied 
attainments and the incidents of his daily life, and who could 
have paid a more just and fitting tribute to his memory. 

Nicholas Hoppin was born in Providence, Rhode Island, on 
the 3d of December, 1812. He was the son of Richard and 
Abby (Spears) Hoppin, and grandson of Nicholas Hoppin, of 
Charlestown, Massachusetts, who was born in 1751, and 
Hannah, a daughter of Joseph Lewis, who died in Providence 
in 1828. His great-grandfather was Nicholas Hoppin, also of 
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Charlestown, who was born in 1725, and whose wife was Su- 
sannah, the daughter of Captain John Hancock, of Cambridge, 
and a second cousin of the Governor of that name. The earli- 
est ancestor of whom we have knowledge was William Hoppin, 
the father of the last-named Nicholas, who is known to have 
been a resident of Charlestown before 1716, and who married 
Abigail, a daughter of Isaac Johnson, of Boston, who was born 
in 1693. It was not until after the breaking out of the Rev- 
olutionary War that the family removed to Providence, as 
Dr. Hoppin himself tells us that his grandfather, with other 
inhabitants of Charlestown, was engaged in privateering soon 
after the burning of that town during the battle of Bunker 
Hill.i 

From the little that can be learned of the early life of Dr. 
Hoppin, he appears to have manifested in his boyhood those 
mental and moral traits that were so conspicuous in his 
maturer years. He is said to have been fond of study, of a 
more than average capacity, and of a remarkably sweet and 
gentle temper. One who knew him well and was his con- 
stant companion, says of him : " I distinctly i-emember his 
constant flow of good nature in our juvenile sports ; he was 
my junior in years,, and yet I was always willing to be influ- 
enced by his wishes." Of his school days we have no record ; 
but from his love of books, his diligence while in college, and 
his honesty of purpose, it may well be supposed that as a 
schoolboy he was studious, and faithful in the performance of 
every duty required of him. One of his teachers was Oliver 
Angell, the noted principal of the public school on Constitu- 
tion Hill, who was afterward succeeded by the Rev. George 
Taft, an Episcopal clergyman subsequently settled over St. 
Mark's, Pawtucket. It may have been the influence of the 
latter, or pei-haps that of Dr. Crocker, the rector of St. John's, 
of which his parents were members, that shaped his future 
course. On leaving school, having been intended for a busi- 
ness life, he was placed in a mercantile house in Providence ; 
but after a year's experience in an occupation for which he 
seems to have shown little aptitude, his employer informed 
his father that Nicholas loved his books better than trade ; 
and at his suggestion he was allowed to abandon the shop, 
and he soon after began his preparatory studies for college. 

1 Proc. Mass. Hist. Soc, vol. xiv. p. 99. 
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He entered Brown University in 1827, at the age of fifteen, 
and was graduated with distinguished honor in 1831, in a 
class of unusual ability, comprising the names of Prof. William 
Gammell, the late Dr. David King, of Newport, the Rev. Dr. 
Waterman, the Hon. Francis W. Bird, and the Hon. Walter 
S. B urges. 

On leaving college, he taught school for a time in Marlbor- 
ough, and afterwards for a year or more in Lowell, where we 
find, not least conspicuous among his pupils, the name of Ben- 
jamin F. Butler, at one time Governor of Massachusetts. It 
was while in Lowell that Mr. Hoppin, under the guidance 
and direction of the late Dr. Edson, determined upon study- 
ing for Holy Orders ; and he accordingly entered the General 
Theological Seminary, where he completed his studies in 1837. 
He was soon after ordained to the diaconate by Bishop On- 
derdonk, of New York, and in the following summer became 
assistant to the Rev. John A. Clark, at St. Andrew's, Phila- 
delphia. In the winter of the same year he took charge of 
St. John's, Bangor, where he is said to have been the first 
missionary. Having remained there for one year, he retui-ned 
to St. Andrew's, and was ordained to the priesthood at St. 
Peter's, Philadelphia, by Bishop Onderdonk, of Pennsylvania, 
in 1839. He was very soon after invited to take temporary 
charge of Christ Church, Cambridge, and in the same year 
was chosen its rector. Here he remained until near the close 
of his life, resigning its charge, much to the regret of his 
many friends, in 1874. He still continued to officiate in neigh- 
boring parishes from time to time until 1882, when declining 
health obliged him to rest from all ministerial work. Four 
years later, on the 8th of March, 1886, under the shadow of 
the old church at whose altar he had served so long, he died 
at the ripe age of seventy-three. 

It appears from this brief sketch that the greater part of Dr. 
Hoppin's professional life was passed in Cambridge. In the 
quiet pai'ish of Christ Church, around which cluster so many 
memories, he labored almost without ceasing for more than . 
thirty years, faithfully performing the duties of a parish priest, 
and doing what he could to restore the parish to an indepen- 
dent position among the churches of the diocese. To one of 
his tastes this ancient church had a peculiar interest from its 
historical associations, and the trials and troubles it had en- 
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countered in its earlier days. Regarded almost from its incep- 
tion, in 1759, with suspicion and alarm, on theological as well 
as political grounds, it had soon aroused all the bitterness of 
sectarian animosity. Even its rector, we are told, was called 
upon to sustain " as rude a storm as ever beat upon a person 
in his station," and this from those, perhaps, by whom liberty 
of conscience had been cherished as a pleasant, although delu- 
sive, dream ; and this feeling of opposition was strengthened 
by the breaking out of the War of the Revolution. With 
this accession to the opposing forces, the church was unable 
to contend, and its congregation was soon broken up and dis- 
persed. So complete was the rout, that but two names, it 
appears, " of all those who took part in its concerns," includ- 
ing the sixty-eight original subscribers, and the twenty origi- 
nal purchasers of pews, were to be found on the records ; and 
the church edifice, used as barracks at one time by the soldiers 
quartered at Cambridge, long bore the marks of defacement 
in its broken windows and shattered furniture. 

Although several attempts were made from time to time, 
after the termination of the war, to restore its services, little 
was accomplished ; and so late as 1820, the parish was unable 
to support an ordained minister. In 1824 the importance of 
providing church worship for the large number of Episcopal 
students then in the University led to an organized effort on 
the part of the diocese to place the church once more on a 
permanent footing. From that time more regular services 
were held under its own rectors ; but there seems to have 
been no important accessions to the number of its worshippers 
until the election of Mr. Hoppin, after which it began rapidly 
to increase, and in less than twenty j'ears had multiplied 
nearly tenfold, the income of the parish having also increased 
in an almost corresponding proportion. 

This sudden revival of a long dormant parish must be largely 
ascribed to the ability and faithful pastoral care of the new 
incumbent. No one could have been selected more fitted for 
the position to which he had been called. The church had 
become enfeebled by long inaction, and the prevailing senti- 
ment, fostered more or less by the University, could hardly 
have been called friendly to the doctrines of the Prayer Book; 
and it required the uncompromising loyalty to the church, no 
less than the fidelity and learning of the incoming rector, to 
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guide the parish safely through the dangers and diflSculties 
that beset it both from without and within. But the success 
of his administration was not due alone to the faithful dis- 
charge of his ordinary parochial duties. There was a sweetness 
in his nature, and a gentleness and courtesy in his demeanor, 
and, more than all, a deep sense of the responsibility attached 
to his sacred calling, that gave a dignity to his every act, and 
won the respect and love of the humblest within his cure. . 
" The remembrance of his constant readiness to minister to 
all needs," says a writer in the " Church Eclectic," ^ " and the 
tender sympathy and interest with which his services were 
given, will long be cherished, not least by the poorer members 
of his flock, who, after he had ceased to hold any definite 
cure, would frequently turn to him in times of distress and 
sorrow." 

In his pulpit efforts there was little or no display. His 
manner was quiet, perhaps too quiet to please the popular 
fancy; but the chasteness of his language, and the kindly 
spirit that breathed through his sermons, gave them to the 
attentive listener a peculiar charm and attractiveness. He 
sought to impress upon his hearers the great truths of Chris- 
tianity as they have come down through the appointed chan- 
nels of the apostolic Church, and those who had the good 
fortune to listen to his teachings will remember the earnest- 
ness and reverence that marked all his public ministrations. 
No words so fitly express the devout and humble spirit with 
which he approached every ministerial act, as his own, uttered 
towards the close of a sermon delivered on the twenty-first 
anniversary of his settlement oyer the parish: "In conclu- 
sion, my brethren, yon will bear me witness that though I 
came not to you with excellency of speech, declaring unto you 
the testimony of God ; though I have been with you in weak- 
ness and fear, with a deep and constant sense of accounta- 
bility as your minister; though my preaching has not been 
with enticing words, — I have yet determined not to know 
anything among you but Jesus Christ, and Him crucified." 

As a churchman, his views were clear and decided, and in his 
earlier days he was led to take part in the theological contro- 
versies that agitated the diocese ; but, as has been truly said, 
" none but kindly words were ever heard spoken by him of 

1 Bev. A. C. A. HaU. 
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former opponents, nor will any but kindly recollections be 
entertained of one who, while contending earnestly for his 
principles, as distinctly set truth, not Yictory, before him as the 
result of the contention." He was a firm believer in the one- 
ness of the Catholic Body, and in an ecclesiastical succession 
as essential to organic continuity, regarding a ministry of 
apostolic descent a fact as unquestionable as any fact in his- 
tory that rests upon moral demonstration. 

Dr. Hoppin was a ripe and rare scholar. As a student and 
theologian he held a high rank among the doctors of the 
Church. Of early ecclesiastical history, with which few per- 
sons were more conversant, he had made a diligent and exhaus- 
tive study, and was often referred to as no mean authority in 
matters touching the doctrine and practice of the primitive 
Church. " Of the original languages of Scripture," says his 
friend already quoted, " he was as familiar as with his mother 
tongue, and the writings of the Fathers were a constant 
delight to him. Even with the less known of the Greek 
Fathers, such as Saint Chrysostom, Saint Basil, and Saint 
Gregory, he was as much at home as perhaps most of the 
clergy with the ordinary text-books of theology." 

Together with the intellectual endowments that distin- 
guished our lamented friend, there were other higher traits 
that were conspicuous in him. He was possessed of a singular 
modesty and humility, and bore the trials incident to his posi- 
tion with the patience and charity that maiked him in every 
relation in life. With his simplicity of tastes, — and here we 
again quote the words of another, — " his modesty and uncon- 
sciousness concerning his exceptional gifts of scholarship, and 
the purity of his life and heart, his friends may well associate 
his love of flowers, which from boyhood to old age was so 
great." We are told that he rarely returned from his rambles 
into the country that he did not come laden with the wild- 
flowers he had gathered by the way ; and in his leisure hours, 
when not in his study or in the neighboring library, and often 
in the early morning, before the world was astir, he was to be 
found at hard manual labor in his garden. 

Dr. Hoppin was elected a member of this Societj'^ in 1864 ; 
but it does not appear that he was ever a contributor to its Pro- 
ceedings, nor did he often take part in the discussions at its 
meetings ; but on the few occasions on which he spoke, his 
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remarks were listened to with attention. It is to be regretted 
that the only memorials of his varied studies are a few essays, 
historical sketches and sermons, and two or three review 
articles. No fresher reading can be found than his brief 
sketches of John Cotton and Charles Chauncy, that appeared 
in the " Church Monthly " in 1862 and 1863, illustrating as 
they do the state of the English Church immediately preced- 
ing the Puritan emigration, and the intolerance and strange 
inconsistencies to which men are prone during a fanatical 
period. His views are not perhaps those generally held and 
taught in New England, but his statements are well fortified 
and will bear careful criticism. 

In his notice of John Cotton, Dr. Hoppin reviews his 
course at St. Botolph's, and dwells somewhat at length 
upon his constant and determined efforts, in common with 
other of his Puritan brethren, to overthrow the whole cere- 
monial system of the Church, not so much with the idea of 
setting up a separate church as of "reducing the Church 
of England itself to their new chosen platform, the denuded 
churches of the Continent." He comments with not a little 
severity upon Mr. Cotton's direct violation of the vows and 
obligations assumed at the time of his ordination, as well as 
his non-compliance with the subscription made with his own 
hand, which included a declaration affirming the authority 
of the Church to decree rites and ceremonies, and the duty of 
observing them. He alludes to the ineffectual attempts of the 
judicious and learned Sanderson in quelling the disturbances 
at St. Botolph's, and remarks upon Mr. Cotton's contumacy 
in disregarding all episcopal advice and admonition, although 
given in the spirit of the utmost kindness; and, following 
him to his new home across the sea, he shows his marvellous 
inconsistency in his treatment of Roger Williams, and in 
invoking the civil arm for the coercion of recreant Familists 
and others who dared to exercise that liberty of conscience 
which Hubbard says was "the principal intendment of this 
Plantation." 

The following is a portion of one of the closing paragraphs 
of Dr. Hoppin's brief paper : — 

"The account now given of his ministry at St. Botolph's embodies 
the real and reliable facts of the case, stript of all declamation about 
persecution for conscience' sake, and banishment from his native country 
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for a mere ceremonial nonconformity. A man who for near twenty years 
was indulged in an entire disregard of the public order of worship in 
the church to which he belonged, which order he had solemnly vowed 
to observe, who was kindly reasoned with by four successive bishops of 
his diocese, and who was repeatedly allowed time, at his own request, 
to consider of his scruples, could hardly complain of being harshly 
treated, when finally obliged to surrender a charge which he avowed 
that he neither would nor could conduct according to the terms of his 
commission. The case is a fair sample of the suspensions and depriva- 
tions of the Puritan ministers of those times, and fully bears out the 
assertion of Bishop Sanderson, made in Mr. Cotton's own pulpit : ' Our 
church hath not always used the rigor that she might. Where she 
hath been forced to proceed as far as deprivation, she hath ordinarily, 
by her fair and slow and compassionate proceedings therein, sufficiently 
manifested her unwillingness thereto, and declared herself a mother 
every way indulgent to her children, even to those unwilling to be 
ruled by her.'" 

Dr. Hoppin suggests " Teacher of New Boston " as a more 
appropriate title for Mr. Cotton than that of " Vicar of Old 
Boston ; " and regards the erection of a monument and chapel 
to his memory at St. Botolph's, where for two years he had 
been a loving and conforming son of the Church, and for nine- 
teen a restless and dissentient one, as indicating, on both sides 
of the Atlantic, a substantial respect, notwithstanding the 
blemishes of his career, for his sincerity and piety, as well as 
for his learning and unquestioned abilities as a priest and min- 
ister, and a mutual forgiving, if not forgetting, the religious 
feuds and animosities of his time. 

No less noteworthy is Dr. Hoppin's sketch of Charles 
Chauncy, who seems to have been more bitter, if possible, thali 
bis brother priest of St. Botolph's, and who did not hesitate 
"to denounce and scandalize the Church of England, with its 
ritual, orders, discipline, and government." Although his con- 
science seems to have been especially sensitive to the dangers 
of the communion rail, as a godless innovation and a snare to 
men's souls, he was also much disturbed by the posture of 
kneeling in public worship, and other ceremonial customs that 
have generally been supposed to be sanctioned by the earliest 
Catholic usage ; and " surely," as Dr. Hoppin says, in refer- 
ring to his refusal to read the Book of Sports, as commanded 
by the King, and to his nonconformity, " if he could not in 
conscience obey either the King of England or the Church of 
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England, the time had come when it was no longer proper 
that he should hold a living in the Established Church, or 
minister at her altars." 

There is something almost pathetic in Dr. Hoppin's closing 
words : — 

" He died in the eighty-second year of his age, and lies interred in 
the ancient burial-ground of Cambridge. In process of time, a church 
of the Anglican Communion cast a shadow upon his grave ; and, later 
still, a Unitarian place of worship, which had succeeded to the former 
Puritan meeting-house, and its predecessor in which he preached, took 
his monument under its wing. Not far off the costly and pleasing 
University Chapel uprears the symbol of the cross which he abhorred ; 
and, still more singular to relate, is arranged with a communion table, 
placed altar-fashion and enclosed, or, as he would have expressed it, 
' dresserwise and impounded within a rail.' In spite of his hasty tem- 
per and impatience of opposition, he was on the whole a man of some 
substantial qualities, and undoubtedly exerted much influence in mould- 
ing the original religious character of New England. One of his suc- 
cessors in the presidency. Dr. Increase Mather, calls him Gdrolus 
Magnus, implying, with a slight touch of exaggeration, that he was a 
kind of Puritan Charlemagne. For his learning and important position 
at the head of the infant University of the country, he deserves perhaps 
the title which Cotton Mather pedantically gives him, Cadmus Ameri- 
canus ; though it is to be feared that in some respects the dragon's teeth 
which he sowed have come up armed men, and proved the seed of a 
polemic race." 

Among the published pamphlets are four sermons, largely 
of an historical character, preached by Dr. Hoppin in Christ 
Church. The first was delivered in 1854, on the occasion of 
the completion of the fifteenth year of his rectorate. Another 
bearing the date 18.57 was on the re-opening of the church 
after its enlargement, to which is appended an historical notice 
of Christ Church, from its foundation in 1759 to the present 
time. That preached in 1860 was on the twenty-first anniver- 
sary of his settlement over the parish, and contains many 
curious statistics of the Church in Cambridge and in other 
towns throughout the diocese. 

The discourse delivered on the 15th of October, 1861, was 
on the occasion of the one hundredth anniversary of the parish, 
the first sermon having been preached just one hundred years 
before by the Rev. East Apthorp; "a fitting commemora- 
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tion," says Dr. Hoppin, " of a church which after a century of 
change, and after revolution and convulsion, and mutations of 
civil affairs, still remains a witness of the unchangeable real- 
ities of religion, and the essential uniformity and steadfastness 
of Christian principles and hopes." 

The other pamphlets are : — 

An essay delivered before the Associate Alumni of the 
General Theological Seminary in New York, in 1862, on " Or- 
ganic Continuity the true Law of Ecclesiastical Succession." 

A sermon delivered in 1875, before the " Confraternity of 
the Blessed Sacrament." 

An essay on the "Eucharistic Teaching of Saint Augustine," 
delivered in 1880. 

A paper on the " Eucharistic Ritual of the Holy and Great 
Fifth, or Maunday Thursday." 

The two latter papers received commendation from Canon 
William Bright, the Regius Professor of Ecclesiastical His- 
tory at Oxford, who, in referring to the latter, writes as fol- 
lows*: "Your paper seems to be eminently instructive, and 
likely to do much good. I sincerely wish it a wide circu- 
lation. I hope I have learned several things from it as to 
the progressive changes in the mode of honoring the Ocena 
Domini.'''' 

In allusion to the preceding essay, he adds : " I shall value 
the paper as a real repository of information on the ' Eucharis- 
tic Teaching of Saint Augustine ; ' it has helped me very ma- 
terially to the right point of view as to some well-known 
passages." 

There are one or two other brief articles from his pen in the 
" Church Monthly," to which there is not space to more than 
allude. 

Dr. Hoppin was a member of the American Oriental Society, 
and in 1859 received the doctorate of Sacred Theology from 
Trinity College. ^ 

In 1838, the year before his removal to Cambridge, he was 
married to Miss Elizabeth, a daughter of the late Hon. Samuel 
Dunn Parker, and granddaughter of the Right Rev. Samuel 
Parker, second Bishop of Massachusetts, who, with a son and 
daughter, survives him. 
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MEMOIR 

OF 

LUCIUS MANLIUS SARGENT, A.M. 

BY EDWARD J. LOWELL. 



William Sargent, the great-grandfather of the subject of 
this notice, was born in England,^ being the son of William 
Sargent and Mary, his wife, whose maiden name was Epes. 
He was educated at Barbadoes, and moved to Gloucester in 
Massachusetts about the year 1678, where he acquired two 
acres of land on Eastern Point and built him a house. 

William Sargent married, on the 21st of June, 1678, Mary, 
daughter of Peter Duncan, by whom he had thirteen children.* 
Of these the sixth was Epes Sargent, whose first wife's maiden 
name was Esther Macarty. Her seventh child was Daniel, 
born on the 18th of March, 1731, who married, on the 3d 6f 
February, 1763, Mary, daughter of the Hon. John Turner, 
of Salem. 

Daniel Sargent moved to Boston between 1770 and 1780, 
and occupied a store on Long Wharf, and a house in Atkinson 
Street (now Congress Street), near the corner of Cow Lane 
(now High Street). There is nothing now left in Boston to 
recall the old wooden houses such as this, with their gables 
toward the street, and their gardens where old-fashioned flow- 
,ers filled the beds and where pear-trees shaded the rather rag- 
ged grass of the days when lawn-mowers were not invented. 
At the end of the garden was the summer-house, decorated in 
this case with a landscape by the hand of one of the children 
of the family, who had gone to England to study under Sir 
Benjamin West. But it must have been before this work of 

1 Savage says, at Bristol ; J. H. Slieppard, in N. E. Hist, and Geneal. Beg., 
1871, says, at Exeter. 

^ So says Savage, wlio enumerates them. Slieppard says, fourteen. 
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art was begun that, on the 25th of June, 1786, the subject of 
this notice, Lucius Manlius Sargent, was born. Here he lived 
until 1794, when the house was burnt down, and his father 
moved first to Fort Hill, and afterwards to the corner of Essex 
and Lincoln Streets. 

Mr. Daniel Sargent must have been a rich man ; for when 
he died in 1806, he left each of his six surviving children with 
at least a competency. He had been interested in the fisheries, 
and had had many dealings with the fishermen of the coast. 
After his death a package was found among his effects, with 
the following inscription: "Notes, due bills, and accounts 
against sundry persons along shore. Some of them may be 
got by suit or severe dunning: but the people are poor; most 
of them have had fisherman's luck. Mj' children will do as 
they think best. Perhaps they will think with me, that it is 
best to burn the package entire." It is to the credit of Mr. 
Sargent's sons that they adopted his suggestion, and that all 
the contents of the package went into the fire. A list was 
first made of the evidences of debt thus destroyed, the amount 
exceeding thirty-two thousand dollars. The story of the 
occurrence and of the joy of one of the forgiven debtors is 
touchingly but anonymously told in the fifty-fifth number of 
"Dealings with the Dead." 

Lucius Manlius Sargent went to several schools in Boston 
and its neighborhood, ending with the Phillips Academy at 
Exeter, where he remained about three years. He then en- 
tered Harvard College in the class that graduated in 1808. 
He left college, however, before finishing his course. He is 
described by a classmate as being at this time tall, handsomely 
proportioned, and very muscular, and as having a fine Roman 
cast of countenance. He was a good horseman, whether in 
the saddle or with the reins, a strong swimmer, and a good 
fencer with the broadsword. He was considered the best 
Latin scholar in college, and his witty sayings were quoted in 
his class. 

After leaving college Mr. Sargent studied law in the office 
of Mr. Samuel Dexter. He was admitted to the bar on the 
14th of March, 1815, but he never practised. 

Mr. Sargent married, on the 3d of April, 1816, Mary, daugh- 
ter of Mr. Barnabas Binney, of Philadelphia. By her he had 
three children, — Mary Turner, who died unmarried in 1841 ; 
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Horace Binney, afterwards Colonel Sargent, who is still living ; 
and Manlius, who died in infancy. Mrs. Sargent died in 
1824, and in 1825 Mr. Sargent married Sarah Cutter Dunn, 
daughter of Mr. Samuel Dunn, of Boston. Her only child 
was Lucius Manlius Sargent, who served his country in the 
late Civil War, first as a surgeon, and then as a captain of 
cavalry, and who was mortally wounded at Weldon on the 
9th of December, 1864. 

Mr. Sargent was elected a member of the New England 
Historic, Genealogical Society in 1860, and a Resident Member 
of this Society in 1856. He died on the 2d of June, 1867, in 
the eighty-first year of his age. His widow, one son, and 
seven grandchildren survived him. 

Mr. Sargent's numerous writings first appeared in news- 
papers and magazines, but several of them have been collected 
and published in more permanent forms. A volume of verse 
from his pen appeared in 1813, under the title of " Hubert 
and Ellen, with other Poems." The style is flowing, the versi- 
fication good ; and what is more rare, the poems are eminently 
readable. 

About twenty years after the publication of these poems 
Mr. Sargent became deeply interested in the temperance re- 
form. He delivered numerous addresses on the subject, sev- 
eral of which have been published. About temperance in 
drinking few persons deeply interested can speak temperately. 
The evils of drunkenness are so great that a warm-hearted 
or excitable man who observes them loses his head, and is 
almost necessarily di-awn into exaggeration. Mr. Sargent did 
not wholly escape this danger ; but his addresses were pointed, 
clear, and eloquent. He wrote, moreover, a series of temper- 
ance tales, which passed through several editions, and which 
were so well thought of that a hundred thousand copies of 
one of them was printed for distribution by a gentleman of 
New York. 

But the papers which are most interesting to this Society, 
and to which Mr. Sargent probably owed his election here, 
form a series which appeared in the "Transcript" from 1847 
or 1848 to 1856, and which was published in the latter year 
in two volumes, with the title " Dealings with the Dead by a 
Sexton of the Old School." The book is made up of a hun- 
dred and sixty articles, or essays, full of archaeology, criticism, 
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and anecdote. The author was unfortunate in the character 
which he assumed, and we read altogether too much in his 
pages of tombs, graves, cremation, and undertakers. But 
with all this there is much that is interesting, much that is 
instructive. In spite of the lugubrious title, the style of the 
work is sufficiently lively. As is natural with a book made 
up of articles from a newspaper, it is better to dip into the 
" Dealings " than to undertake to read them consecutively. 

Mr. Sargent made few contributions to the Proceedings of 
this Society. Our Cabinet received from him a portrait of 
Governor Thomas Pownall, painted by Henry C. Pratt, from 
a mezzotint engraving.^ 

1 Proceedings, vol. r. p. 236. 



